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Sustainable Energy Opportunities
in the Northern Periphery
Final conference REMOTE & BioPAD
11.09.2014 Joensuu, Finland
The goal of this conference and meeting is to present the results and outcomes of the
Northern Periphery Programme (NPP) projects “REMOTE – Renewable Energy
Training and Demonstration Network for Remote Communities in the NPP Area” and
“BioPAD - Bioenergy Proliferation and Deployment” and to look to the future for
sustainable energy in the Northern Periphery. Key learnings from the REMOTE and
BioPAD projects will be presented and the opportunities for future development of
sustainable energy will be highlighted.
Following a brief introduction to the REMOTE and BioPAD projects the conference is
organised around 4 sessions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Overcoming barriers-real world bioenergy development
Policy package
Creating value within the Supply Chain
Opportunities: sustainable energy in the Northern Periphery

Contacts:
Finnish Forest Research Institute
Robert Prinz & Mikko Nivala & Lauri Sikanen
Email: robert.prinz@metla.fi
Email: mikko.nivala@metla.fi
Email: lauri.sikanen@metla.fi

Sustainable Energy Opportunities
10.09.14 arrival to Joensuu
arrival from NPP partner countries

11.09.14 “Sustainable Energy Opportunities conference”
The conference will take place at the Centre for Bioeconomy, Karelia University of Applied Sciences in Sirkkala II
Campus, Sirkkalantie 12, Joensuu.

08:30 – 09:00

Registration

09:00 - 10:00

Welcome address & outline conference
Lauri Sikanen, Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland
Welcome by the local host KARELIA
Jarmo Mäkelä, Karelia UAS, Finland
Key Note: Bioenergy & bioeconomy development in the EU
Dr. Tarja Cronberg, Former Minister of Labour & MEP, Finland
Key Note discussion

10:00 – 10.30

BioPAD: introduction, aims & objectives
Helen McHenry, Western Development Commission, Ireland
REMOTE: introduction, aims & objectives
Robert Prinz, Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland

10:30 – 11.00

Discussion & Coffee break

Session I: Overcoming barriers-real world bioenergy development
Session Chair: Helen McHenry
11:00 – 11:15
11:15 - 11:30

11:30 - 11:45
11:45 – 12:00

Challenges in public sector bioenergy procurement in Ireland
Pauline Leonard, Western Development Commission, Ireland
Experiences at the SLU/BTC plant from research, development and teaching
bioenergy issues
Håkan Örberg and Gunnar Kalen, SLU, Sweden
BioPAD
Neil James, Environmental Research Institute, Scotland
Training for small-scale biomass: Building knowledge on the supply and
demand sides
Peter Dennis, Inverness College, UHI, Scotland
Discussion

12:30 – 13.30
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Session II: Policy package
Session Chair: Michael Doran
13:30 - 13:45

Bioenergy Policy in Ireland
Michael Hegarty, Irish Bioenergy Association, Ireland

13:45 – 14:10

Biopad- Policy learnings
Michael Doran, Action Renewables, Northern-Ireland

14:10 – 14:30

Discussion

Session III: Creating value within the Supply Chain
Session Chair: Robert Prinz
14:30 - 14:45
14:45 - 15:00
15:00 - 15:15

15:15 - 15:45

SECRE – impacts of social enterprises
Ville Kuittinen, Karelia UAS, Finland
Carbon Emissions in the Biomass Supply Chain
Kenneth Boyd, Environmental Research Institute, Scotland
Socio-economic impact scenarios based on case in the Northern Periphery
Lasse Okkonen, Karelia UAS, Finland
Discussion & Coffee

Session IV: Opportunities: sustainable energy in the Northern Periphery
Session Chair: Lauri Sikanen
15:45 - 16:00
16:00 - 16:15
16:15 – 16:30
16:30 – 16:45

Forestry development in Iceland – kick-off with the help of NPP
Loftur Jonsson, entrepreneur, Iceland, County Governor of Hordaland, Norway
Aspects of energy tourism in sustainable energy production (tbd)
Leanne Szklarzewicz, Ryan Institute, NUI Galway, Ireland
Tourism as induced impact from renewable energy sector (tbd)
tbd
Northern Periphery Programme – new opportunities within NPA
Kirsti Mijnhijmer & Christopher Parker, NPP Secretariat, Denmark

16:45 - 17:00
17:00

Discussion
Closing words
Ian Brannigan, Western Development Commission, Ireland (tbc)

19:00

Conference dinner at Fransmanni restaurant (Hotel Kimmel)
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12.09.14 REMOTE & BioPAD final partner meetings
The meetings will take place at the Centre for Bioeconomy, Karelia University of Applied Sciences in Sirkkala II
Campus, Sirkkalantie 12, Joensuu.

09:00 – 10:30

Parallel Partner meetings outlined by the project coordinators
REMOTE: Robert Prinz, Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland
BioPAD: Helen McHenry, Western Development Commission, Ireland

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

11:00 – 12:30

Parallel project partner meetings

12:30 - 13:30

Lunch

13:30 - 15:00

Parallel project partner meetings

15:00 - 15:30

Coffee break

15:30 - 17:00

International Steering Group meetings

optional: 15.- 18.09.14 “Bioenergy from Forest”- conference, Helsinki
The Conference offers an optional dissemination possibility related to REMOTE & BioPAD
outcomes in order to promote the results of both NPP projects to a wider audience in the field
of forest bioenergy.
The Conference will focus on the factors affecting the future of the bioenergy. An important
role is to create forest energy markets and mobilization. One focus is examples how to create
markets and to overcome barriers on national and international markets.
Additional information to the „Bioenergy from Forest“ conference can be found here.

Departure to home country
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Some other important practical information:
Participation:
The conference participation is free of charge, but only possible after registration through http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/sustainableenergy-opportunities-in-the-northern-periphery-tickets-12147209631
Venue:
The conference & meeting venue is located at the Centre for Bioeconomy, Karelia University of Applied Sciences in Sirkkala
Campus, Sirkkalantie 12, Joensuu, Finland. A map can be found here.
Accomodation:
Please make your reservation directly to hotels with the reference “Sustainable Energy Opportunities” as soon
as possible (deadline mentioned below), we have made pre-reservation to the following hotel:
Original Sokos Hotel Kimmel: http://www.sokoshotels.fi/en/
10th of September to the 13th in standard room 98.90 €/sgl/night and 119.10 €/dbl/night. Rate is including breakfast and tax.
Reservations sokoshotel.kimmel@sok.fi or +358 20 1234 663 (deadline for rooms are 20.8.2014)
Arrival:
From Helsinki by train:
A train from Helsinki to Joensuu takes about 5 hours. For further information on the schedules and the prices, please click here. A
cost for one-way ticket is about 60 €.
From Helsinki by plane:
A flight from Helsinki to Joensuu takes about 1 hour. On the weekends there are 3 flight connections and weekdays 6 flight
connections to Joensuu available. Schedules can be checked and flights booked through Flybe or Finnair. Costs for a single ticket
for Helsinki - Joensuu - Helsinki from 80 - 400 € depending on the time of the day and how early you book your tickets. In case
you would have to overnight in Helsinki, we would recommend using one of the Helsinki airport hotels.
Transportation Joensuu airport to/from Joensuu
Airport bus:
A bus waits every plane arrival and it departs for the city immediately after the aircraft arrival. The last stop of the bus is at the
main bus station (opposite Hotel Kimmel). The bus leaves from the main bus station opposite 50 minutes before the aircraft takes
off (route map). Bus fares are about 5 € one-way. For more information, please click here. NOTICE! There is no bus
transportation available on the weekends. In that case we recommend to use the taxi service.
Taxi:
Taxi fares from the airport to the city cost about 25 € and the trip takes about 15 minutes. Some taxis are waiting upon arrival of
planes. If there are no taxis available you can call the taxi dispatching office on the following number: +358 (0)600 90100.
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About REMOTE & BioPAD:
REMOTE:
REMOTE – Renewable Energy Training and Demonstration Network for Remote Communities in the NPP
Area - is a project funded under the Northern Periphery Programme (NPP).
The REMOTE project aims to increase and support local capacities in renewable energy solutions across the
NPP area. By building on the results of Northern Periphery Programme (NPP) Renewable Energy Cluster
projects and networks, REMOTE will establish an unique International Network of Best Practise
Demonstration Sites, and integrate it to a Training for Trainers Service. The sustaining network will support
the capacity development of remote communities by providing technology demonstrations, business model
examples, training, peer-to-peer support, and community mentoring. REMOTE also aims to stimulate
investments on new demonstration sites, encourage their inclusion to the network, and support technology
and knowledge transfer activities. Furthermore, in REMOTE, renewable energy tourism in northern
periphery region will be developed and promoted. Building on the demonstration site network, project will
establish a service “NPP Renewable Energy Tours”. This will include renewable energy demonstrations,
training, innovative mobile guide applications for smart phones, and cultural programmes, for instance. The
unique transnational service menu will have options for industry, decision-makers, community groups etc.
Overall, REMOTE will strenghten and solidify the contacts of peripheral communities; it will support the
long-term sustainability of the NPP products and services promoted within earlier NPP projects and
REMOTE.
www.remoteproject.eu

BioPAD:
BioPAD is promoting the wider use of bioenergy and developing applications targeting the whole process
from supplying fuel to producing energy.
The project will help the development of bioenergy and improve our understanding of the links between
supply and demand by looking at supply chains for a variety of bioenergy fuels and different ways of
converting these fuels into sustainable energy. Understanding the supply chains and the ways bioenergy
moves from fuel source to energy provision will help the establishment of robust and efficient supply
services which can match local demand. While some areas of northern Europe have well-developed biomass
supply chains, others face significant challenges in developing cost-effective and sustainable supply chains
to better exploit their biomass resources. The project aims to gain a better understanding of the current status
of regional biomass supply chains for a range of biomass types including wood products, energy crops,
marine macroalgae and agricultural wastes.
A bioenergy tool, which highlights key steps along the supply chain for each fuel type or conversion method,
will be made available in a variety of formats (e.g. web, mobile and app). The promotion of this information
system and tool is an important element of the project and there will be a focus on making it accessible
throughout the project region and beyond.
www.biopad.eu
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