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Plan Plan andand aimaim ofof thethe communicationcommunication

I I GeneralGeneral contextcontext andand presentationpresentation ofof thethe 
case case studiesstudies

II II CharacteristicsCharacteristics ofof privateprivate ownersowners fromfrom 
France France andand WalloniaWallonia

III III ReceptionReception andand privateprivate forestforest ownersowners. . 
ReflectionReflection trackstracks



AimAim andand interestinterest ofof thethe communicationcommunication

FewFew studiesstudies overover privateprivate forestforest ownersowners
((NapoleonNapoleon Code).Code).
An important An important rolerole on on thethe management management ofof
thethe forestsforests..
A qualitative A qualitative surveysurvey in in orderorder to propose a to propose a 
betterbetter comprehensioncomprehension ofof thethe perceptions perceptions 
andand motivations motivations ofof privateprivate forestforest ownersowners……..
TheThe global global problematicproblematic : : thethe
multifunctionnalitymultifunctionnality ofof thethe forestforest..



I. Global I. Global ContextContext

Nature Nature demandsdemands fromfrom a a periperi--urbanurban
population population gaininggaining weightweight..
Pressures on Pressures on privateprivate forestforest ownersowners..
ProblematicProblematic ofof thethe paperpaper : : Do Do privateprivate
ownersowners wantwant to propose an to propose an entertainingentertaining
service service towardstowards public, do public, do theythey wishwish itit ??
MethodologyMethodology andand case case studiesstudies : : NorthNorth ofof
France France andand NorthNorth--WestWest ofof WalloniaWallonia..



I. I. Global Global ContextContext. A comparative . A comparative approachapproach

LegislationLegislation UrbanUrban 
PressionPression

Forest Forest 
FrequentingFrequenting

Type Type ofof 
activitiesactivities

WalloniaWallonia ThereThere isis nono 
specificspecific 

legislationlegislation 
concerningconcerning 

social social forestryforestry

200 200 inhabitantinhabitant 
perper Km2Km2

45% 45% ofof thethe 
WalloonsWalloons go go 
to to thethe forestforest 

once a once a monthmonth

Relaxation Relaxation 
andand walkwalk, , 

sport sport 
practices practices 

more more weakweak

FranceFrance ForestryForestry code code 
ofof 2000, 2000, 
section section 

«« ReceptionReception 
ofof thethe public public 

in in privateprivate 
forestsforests »»

94 94 inhabitantinhabitant 
perper Km2Km2

59% 59% ofof thethe 
French go to French go to 

thethe forestforest 
once a once a monthmonth

Relaxation Relaxation 
andand walkwalk, , 

sport sport 
practices practices 

more more weakweak



I I ContextContext. . FactualFactual informationsinformations

52% 52% ofof thethe forestsforests are are privateprivate in in WalloniaWallonia, , 
whilewhile itit isis thethe case case ofof 73% 73% ofof thethe French French 
forestsforests..
ConcerningConcerning forestforest politiciespoliticies, actions put in , actions put in 
place : place : 

In In WalloniaWallonia, initiative , initiative exclusivelyexclusively fromfrom privateprivate
ownersowners..
In France, In France, mediationmediation ofof thethe CRPF CRPF betweenbetween
privateprivate ownersowners andand territoriesterritories collectivitiescollectivities..



II. II. PrivatePrivate Forest Forest OwnersOwners

WhichWhich cancan bebe thethe motivation motivation ofof privateprivate ownersowners to to 
answeranswer to to thethe «« needneed ofof naturenature »» expressedexpressed by by 
an an urbanurban population ?population ?

FinancialFinancial interestinterest..
TouristTourist interestinterest..
InterestInterest in in controllingcontrolling thethe public pressure.public pressure.

Type Type ofof actions actions proposedproposed todaytoday in in privateprivate forestforest..



II. II. PrivatePrivate Forest Forest OwnersOwners

NumberNumber ofof 
privateprivate forestforest 

ownersowners 
interviewedinterviewed

LittleLittle area area 
((lessless thanthan 25 25 

ha)ha)

RegularRegular areaarea
((betweenbetween 25 25 
andand 80 ha)80 ha)

BigBig area area 
(more (more thanthan 80 80 

ha)ha)

WalloonWalloon privateprivate 
forestforest ownersowners

11 33 33

French French PrivatePrivate 
Forest Forest OwnersOwners

22 44 33



II. II. PrivatePrivate Forest Forest OwnersOwners. . ComparisonComparison

Important Important factsfacts fromfrom thethe qualitative qualitative studystudy
amongamong French French andand WalloonWalloon ownersowners ::

ConvergenciesConvergencies ::
•• The same problematic concerning the reception of The same problematic concerning the reception of 

the public, with the same problemsthe public, with the same problems……
•• All the private owners interviewed have the feeling All the private owners interviewed have the feeling 

to lost their private property with the reception of to lost their private property with the reception of 
the public.the public.

•• The role of private forest : production and The role of private forest : production and 
environment.environment.



II. II. PrivatePrivate Forest Forest OwnersOwners. . ComparisonComparison

DifferencesDifferences ::

•• TheThe social section social section isis more more developeddeveloped in France in France 
thanthan in in WalloniaWallonia..

•• TheThe consciousnessconsciousness ofof thethe rolerole ofof thethe forestforest isis more more 
important in France important in France thanthan in in WalloniaWallonia, , wherewhere thethe 
privateprivate initiatives initiatives dondon’’tt findfind a a bigbig echoecho..



II. II. PrivatePrivate Forest Forest OwnersOwners. . ComparisonComparison

Important Important factsfacts fromfrom thethe quantitative quantitative studystudy
amongamong SwissSwiss ownersowners [2005] : [2005] : 

More More thanthan 50% 50% ofof thethe privateprivate ownersowners have have lessless thanthan
oneone hectare.hectare.
A spatial A spatial proximityproximity betweenbetween SwissSwiss ownersowners andand theirtheir
propertyproperty..
A A linklink withwith agriculture.agriculture.
TheThe SwissSwiss privateprivate ownersowners are are relativelyrelatively oldold..
A A legislationlegislation more more «« advancedadvanced »» thanthan in France in France andand
WalloniaWallonia..



II. Private Forest Owners. AssessmentII. Private Forest Owners. Assessment

Private owners know that there is a new role Private owners know that there is a new role 
given to the forestgiven to the forest……..
…… but they donbut they don’’t want to have all in charge t want to have all in charge 
concerning the actions to put in place.concerning the actions to put in place.
For them : the example have to come from the For them : the example have to come from the 
public forest.public forest.
Concerning their forest, it is important to fix new Concerning their forest, it is important to fix new 
rulesrules……



III. Private forest owners and the publicIII. Private forest owners and the public

A mixed viewA mixed view……..
Changeable reactions among French private owners.Changeable reactions among French private owners.
Walloons seem less negative.Walloons seem less negative.
Swiss owners, a more open mindSwiss owners, a more open mind……

•• The forest policies and the status of the land, explanatory The forest policies and the status of the land, explanatory 
factors.factors.

•• In France, the role of an intermediary organization, the In France, the role of an intermediary organization, the 
CRPFCRPF……

•• Impact of connective projects (Natura 2000).Impact of connective projects (Natura 2000).



III. Private forest owners and the publicIII. Private forest owners and the public

But some leads to exploreBut some leads to explore……
The financial tool, a way to promote the The financial tool, a way to promote the 
reception of the public.reception of the public.

The tourist interest.The tourist interest.

The interest and the will to control the The interest and the will to control the 
pressure of the public.pressure of the public.



III. Private forest owners and the publicIII. Private forest owners and the public

In this perspective, which actions can be In this perspective, which actions can be 
promoted ?promoted ?

A A «« coco--constructionconstruction »» of the management of the of the management of the 
forests by promoting participatory actions, in which forests by promoting participatory actions, in which 
private forest owners can participate to the drawing private forest owners can participate to the drawing 
up of local policies.up of local policies.
Improve communication between forest private Improve communication between forest private 
owners, the public and the politics.owners, the public and the politics.
The Swiss example to promote the reception of the The Swiss example to promote the reception of the 
public : a local and an integrative management with public : a local and an integrative management with 
all the actors concernedall the actors concerned……
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