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The Bighorn Cragsis most likely the highest use non-river resource in the Frank Church —
River of No Return Wilderness. Physical impacts from dispersed visitor use are widespread
throughout these areas and severe at many popular camp locations. Socia impacts to visitor
experiences are likely, but currently not well documented. Through systematic inventory of
impacts and monitoring of use, the need for site-specific management actions to address
physical and social resource concerns can be determined.

This paper will discuss an approach implemented to collect specific data to examine the past
and present conditions of sites and environments under traditional and current use and a
protocol for long term monitoring of visitor flow, associated use and environmental
conditions will be implemented. A virtual computer model of the wilderness areawas built to
simulate patterns of visitor use and model and eval uate alternative management scenarios for
sustaining ecosystem values as well as providing high quality wilderness experiences for
visitors.



